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That "Hideous Strength" in L ew is and O rwell
A  C om parison  a n d  C o n tra st
Peter J . Schakel
On th e  f a c e  o f  i t ,  C .S .  L ew is and G eorge O rw ell  
seem  t o t a l l y  d i s s i m i l a r  m en. The on e  i s  a p o l i t i c a l  
c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  t h e  o th e r  a s o c i a l i s t  and r e v o lu t io n a r y  
( f o r ,  th ou gh  O rw e ll was and i s  adm ired  by c o n s e r v a t iv e  
a n t i-c o m m u n is t  M alcolm  M u g g er id g e , on e  m ust remember 
t h a t  h e  a d v o c a te d  D em o cra tic  S o c ia l i s m  th r o u g h o u t h i s  
l i f e ,  w ent t o  S p a in  t o  su p p o r t  t h e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c a u se  
t h e r e ,  a n d , i f  .n o t  a T r o t s k y i t e ,  h e ld  v ie w s  i n  common 
w ith  T r o t s k y i t e s  in  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s ) .  The on e  was an  
e v a n g e l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n ,  t h e  o t h e r  r e j e c t e d  o r g a n iz e d  
r e l i g i o n  th r o u g h o u t h i s  l i f e  —  th o u g h  O rw e ll a sk ed  t o  
be b u r ie d  i n  a  ch u rch y a rd  w ith  p r o p e r  A n g lic a n  
s e r v i c e s ,  w h ich  i n d i c a t e s  a c e r t a i n  sym pathy w ith  (o r  
n o s t a l g i a  a b o u t)  C h r i s t i a n i t y  l a t e  i n  h i s  l i f e .  For  
m ost o f  h i s  l i f e ,  h o w ev e r , h e  sc o r n e d  t h e  C hurch , 
p a r t ly  on r e l i g i o u s ,  p a r t ly  on p o l i t i c a l ,  g r o u n d s .  
L e w is ' com m ents on O rw e ll a r e  l im i t e d  t o  O r w e l l 's  
w o rk s: he th o u g h t A nim al Farm e x c e l l e n t ,  N in e te e n  
E ig h ty -F o u r  f la w e d  [ 1 ] .  O r w e l l ' s  o n ly  r e c o r d e d  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  L ew is a r e  h o s t i l e .  In  1944 he d e v o te d  
h a l f  o f  an "As I  P le a s e "  colum n t o  Beyond P e r s o n a l i t y , 
d i s m is s in g  i t  a s  "a k in d  o f  book t h a t  h a s  b een  endem ic  
i n  E ngland  q u i t e  s i x t y  y e a r s . . .  t h e  s i l l y - c l e v e r  b ook , 
w h ich  g o e s  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  n o t  o f  t h r e a t e n in g  th e  
u n b e l ie v e r  w ith  H e l l ,  b u t o f  sh o w in g  him  up a s  an  
i l l o g i c a l  a s s "  [ 2 ] ,  And i n  a l e t t e r  in  1 9 4 9 , O r w e l l ,  
com m enting on T .S .  E l i o t ' s  a p p r o v a l o f  C h a r le s  
W ill ia m s '  n o v e l s ,  added " I t  w o u ld n 't  s u r p r i s e  me t o  
l e a r n  t h a t  E l i o t  a p p r o v e s  o f  C .S . L ew is a s ' w e l l"  
( I b i d ,  IV , 5 0 4 ) .  D e s p it e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  h o w ev er , 
t h e r e  a r e  p o i n t s  in  common and s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw een  
them  w h ich  ca n  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  id e a s  and a r t i s t i c  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  b o th  m en.
L ew is and O rw e ll w ere  o f  t h e  same g e n e r a t io n  —  
L ew is born in  1898  i n  B e l f a s t ,  t h e  so n  o f  a s o l i c i t o r ,  
g ra n d so n  o f  a m a n u fa c tu r e r -b u s in e s sm a n  on on e  s i d e ,  
o f  a c lerg y m a n  on t h e  o t h e r ;  O rw e ll born  i n  B e n g a l in  
1 9 0 3 , so n  o f  a  lo w e r  e c h e lo n  c i v i l  s e r v a n t ,  gran d so n  
o f  an i n d ig e n t  a r i s t o c r a t  b ish o p  and a b u sin e ssm a n  o f  
red u ced  f o r t u n e s .  B o th  w ere  members o f  w hat O rw e ll  
c a l l e d  th e  " lo w e r -u p p e r  c l a s s , "  L ew is s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  
i n  i t  th a n  O r w e ll .  B oth  had a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b e s t  in  
B r i t i s h  e d u c a t io n s ,  L ew is a t  C herbourg H o u se , M alvern  
C o l l e g e ,  and O x fo rd , O r w e ll  a t  S t .  C y p r ia n 's  and E to n .  
B oth v a lu e d  s o l i d ,  o ld - f a s h io n e d  B r i t i s h  r a t io n a l i s m  
(L e w is '  a  C h r is t ia n  r a t io n a l i s m ,  O r w e l l ' s  a  h u m a n is t ic  
r a t io n a l i s m )  and t r a d i t i o n a l  B r i t i s h  d e c e n c y , humane 
v a l u e s ,  and c u l t u r e .  [3 ]
B oth  th o u g h t  o f  th e m s e lv e s  a s  " o u t s id e r s ,"  a s  n o t  
b e in g  p a r t  o f  t h e  " e s t a b l i s h m e n t ."  T hat w a s , in  f a c t ,  
f a r  more t r u e  o f  O rw e ll th a n  o f  L e w is .  L ew is  
c o n s id e r e d  h im s e l f  an " o u ts id e r "  i n  p a r t  b e c a u se  o f  
h i s  I r i s h  b a ck g ro u n d , i n  p a r t  b e c a u se  he was n o t  
w e a lth y ,  in  p a r t  b e c a u se  h i s  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
s e t  him a p a r t  from  h i s  p e e r s .  D i s p i t e  a l l  t h a t  he  
c l e a r l y  d id  i d e n t i f y  w ith  t h e  upper c l a s s  and t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  in  many w ays —  h e  was in  c o m fo r ta b le  
eco n o m ic  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  a f t e r  h e  r e c e iv e d  h i s  f e l l o w ­
s h ip  a t  M agdalen C o l le g e  and began  p u b l i s h in g  b o o k s ,  
c o n s e r v a t iv e  i n  h i s  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  v ie w s ,  a  
member o f  t h e  Church o f  E n g la n d , a t  e a s e  w ith  s o c i a l  
and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i e r a r c h i e s .  He was o p p o sed  t o  
" p r o g r e s s"  and seem ed more d e s i r o u s  o f  m oving backward
t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  p a s t  th a n  o f  m oving fo rw a rd  t o  an 
u n c e r t a in  f u t u r e .  He v a lu e d  im a g in a t io n  i n  o t h e r s ,  and 
show ed a k e e n , th o u g h  l i m i t e d ,  im a g in a t io n  h i m s e l f .  
O rw ell on th e  o t h e r  h a n d , i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  w o rk in g  
c l a s s  and th e  p o o r . He h im s e l f  w as n e a r  t h e  p o v e r t y -  
l e v a l  much o f  h i s  l i f e ,  a s o c i a l i s t  and r e v o lu t io n a r y ,  
r e j e c t i n g  th e  c h u rch  and r e l i g i o n .  He w as e g a l i t a r i a n  
in  s o c i a l  o u t lo o k ,  f o r w a r d - lo o k in g ,  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  
a lth o u g h  he w an ted  t h a t  p r o g r e s s  t o  be b a sed  on v a lu e s  
r e t a in e d  from  th e  p a s t .  He v a lu e d  im a g in a t io n  in  
o t h e r s ,  b u t te n d e d  h im s e l f  t o  e m p h a s iz e  p r a c t i c a l ,  
d o w n -to -e a r th  q u a l i t i e s  m ore h ig h ly  th a n  im a g in a t iv e  
o n e s .
Such common and c o n t r a s t i n g  e le m e n ts  form  th e  
background f o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n e c e s  b etw een  
L e w is ' T hat H id eo u s S tr e n g th  and O r w e l l ' s  N in e te e n  
E ig h ty -F o u r . The two b ook s w ere  p u b lis h e d  a t  a b o u t th e  
same t im e ,  1945 and 1948  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  
t h e  same p e r c e iv e d  d a n g er  o f  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  —  th e  
N azism  o f  t h e  p a s t  and t h e  S t a l in i s m  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
B oth  a u th o r s  d e p i c t  t h e  d e h u m a n iza tio n  and d e s p o i l -  
a t i o n  o f  l i f e  w h ich  w ou ld  o c c u r  un der su ch  a r e g im e ,  
a s  a m eans o f  w a rn in g  r e a d e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  t h r e a t  su ch  
o r g a n iz a t io n s  p o s e ;  b u t t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ea ch  
f o c u s e s  on r e v e a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  
o u t l o o k s .  And th o u g h  n e i t h e r  a u th o r  show s i n  t h e s e  
b ook s th e  p r o c e s s  by w h ich  th e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  group  
t a k e s  p ow er, b o th  s u g g e s t  h e r e  o r  d e s c r ib e  e ls e w h e r e  
how i t  o c c u r e d , and i n  s o  d o in g  d i s p l a y  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
s o c i a l  and eco n o m ic  c o n c e r n s .
N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r  t r a c e s  a few  c r u c i a l  m onths 
in  t h e  l i f e  o f  W in sto n  S m ith , a m inor b u r e a u c r a t  in  
O c e a n ia , on e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  su p e rp o w e rs  w h ich  d o m in a te  
t h e  w o r ld  i n  1 9 8 4 . L i f e  in  O ce a n ia  i s  g r im . T h ere  i s  
no p r iv a c y :  day and n i g h t ,  a t  hom e, a t  w ork , and in  
t h e  s t r e e t s ,  a l l  p e o p le  e x c e p t  t h e  la b o r in g  c l a s s e s  
( t h e  p r o l e s ,  o r  p r o l e t a r i a t ) ,  who a r e  n o t  c o n s id e r e d  a 
t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  —  o r  e v en  human, a r e  o b s e r v e d  by 
tw o-w ay t e l e s c r e e n s ;  p o s t e r s  ev er y w h e r e  p r o c la im  
BIG BROTHER IS  WATCHING YOU. W in sto n  i s  em ployed  in  
th e  M in is tr y  o f  T r u th , r e w r i t in g  o ld  new spap er  s t o r i e s  
t o  con form  w ith  c u r r e n t  o f f i c i a l  P a r ty  v e r s io n s  o f  
w hat o c c u r r e d .  New speak (a  c o n t r a c t e d  la n g u a g e  w h ich  
m akes i t  im p o s s ib le  f o r  i t s  u s e r s  t o  e x p r e s s ,  o r  ev en  
c o n c e iv e  o f ,  u n o rth o d o x  o p in io n s  o r  i d e a s )  and 
D o u b le th in k  ( t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a c c e p t  an id e a  and i t s  
o p p o s i t e  s im u l t a n e o u s ly )  p r e v e n t  r e a d e r s  from  n o t i c in g  
t h e  c h a n g e s .  B ut W in ston  n e v e r  le a r n e d  D o u b le th in k .  
The P a r ty  d o e s  n o t  c o n t r o l  him  m e n t a l ly :  h e  can  s t i l l  
r a i s e  q u e s t io n s  and t h in k  c r i t i c a l l y  and com m it su ch  
T h o u g h t-c r im e s  a s  "Down W ith B ig  B r o t h e r . "  T h e  s t o r y  
f o l l o w s  W in ston  a s  h e  b e g in s  a l o v e  a f f a i r  w ith  J u l i a ,  
a c o -w o r k e r  in  h i s  b u i ld in g ,  and a s  he a t t e m p ts  t o  
f in d  and j o i n  a s u b v e r s iv e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  tu r n s  o u t ,  
h o w ev e r , t h a t  t h e  T hought P o l i c e  h a v e  lo n g  had W inston  
and J u l i a  un der s u r v e i l l a n c e  a s  p o s s i b l e  r e b e l s .  They 
a r e  a r r e s t e d ,  ta k e n  t o  t h e  M in is t r y  o f  L o v e , t o r t u r e d ,  
b r a in w a sh e d , and b r o k e n . The s t o r y  en d s w ith  W inston  
r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  now "he l o v e s  B ig  B r o th e r ."
C e n tr a l  t o  t h e  s t o r y  i s  t h e  them e o f  dehuman­
i z a t i o n .  O r w e l l ' s  o r i g i n a l  c h o ic e  o f  a t i t l e  f o r  th e  
book was "The L a s t  Man i n  E u ro p e ."  W in sto n  was
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a p p a r e n t ly  th e  l a s t  man in  O cean ia  who had n o t  been  
brainw ashed  by th e  P a r t y ' s  propaganda and who had 
e sc a p e d  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  T h o u g h t-c o n tr o l;  th u s  he was 
th e  l a s t  p erso n  in  E urope t o  r e t a i n  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  
th e  f r e e  u se  o f  i n t e l l e c t  and m oral c h o ic e ,  q u a l i t i e s  
t h a t  f o r  O rw ell and L ew is a l i k e  g iv e  a p erso n  h i s  or  
her h u m an ity . " I f  you a r e  a  man, W in sto n ,"  s a y s  
O 'B r ie n , h i s  t o r t u r e r ,  "you a r e  th e  l a s t  man. Your 
kin d  i s  e x t i n c t . "  [4 ]  A ccord in g  t o  th e  P a r ty ,  th e  
m a sse s , th e  m a n u a l- la b o r e r s  and th e  lo w er  c l a s s e s  ( t h e  
P r o l e t a r i a t ,  or  " P r o le s" )  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  sub-hum an. 
"The p r o le s  a r e  n o t  human b e in g s ,"  Syme t e l l s  W inston  
e a r ly  on; and l a t e r  O 'B r ien  s a y s ,  "They a r e  h e l p l e s s ,  
l i k e  th e  a n im a ls"  (1 9 8 4 , p p . 4 7 , 2 2 2 ) .  Anim al im a g ery , 
in  f a c t , i s  u sed  th r o u g h o u t th e  book f o r  t h o s e  o u t s id e  
th e  In n n er  P a r ty  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  th e  P r o le s ,  w hich  
r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  d eh u m a n iza tio n  th em e. Homo s a p ie n s  
c o n t in u e  t o  e x i s t ,  b u t a s  a n im a ls ,  t o t a l l y  t r a in e d  and 
r e g u la te d  and c o n t r o l l e d ,  n o t  a s  human b e in g s .  The 
c e n t r a l  p u rp ose  o f  O r w e l l 's  s t o r y  i s  t o  warn t h a t  such  
e l im in a t io n  o f  human b e in g s  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  u l t im a t e ,  
and m ost d e v a s t a t in g  r e s u l t  o f  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  
g overn m en t.
T hat i t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  i s  a s s e r t e d  and c l a r i f i e d  by 
L ew is a s  w e l l  a s  O r w e ll .  L e w is , in  The A b o l i t io n  o f  
Man, warned t h a t  i f  r u l e r s  c e a s e  t o  have b a s ic  human 
v a lu e s  —  in c lu d in g  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  and a d e s i r e  to  
s e r v e  o th e r s  —  a s  t h e i r  g u id e s  and norm s, th e  o n ly  
p e r so n s  who w ould be w i l l i n g  t o  r u le  w ould be t h o s e  
who ta k e  p le a s u r e  in  h a v in g  power o v e r  o t h e r s .  In  That 
H id eou s S tr e n g th  h a v in g  power o v e r  o t h e r s  i s  th e  
inducem ent f o r  j o in in g  th e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  group: "Man 
h as g o t  t o  ta k e  ch a rg e  o f  Man. T hat m eans, rem em ber, 
t h a t  some men have g o t  t o  ta k e  c h a r g e  o f  th e  r e s t  —  
w hich i s  a n o th e r  r e a so n  f o r  c a s h in g  in  on i t  a s  soon  
a s  one c a n . You and I  want t o  be th e  p e o p le  who do th e  
ta k in g  c h a r g e , n o t th e  o n e s  who a r e  ta k en  c h a r g e  o f ."  
( THS, p . 4 2 )  To ta k e  c h a rg e  o f  Man i s  t o  t r e a t  human 
b e in g s  a s  t h i n g s ,  a s  o b j e c t s  o v e r  w h ich  man s e e k s  
c o n t r o l .  So i t  i s  in  O cea n ia  t o o ,  w here th e  i n c e n t iv e  
i s  s im p ly  and w h o lly  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  pow er. O 'B r ien  
t e l l s  W in sto n , "The P a r ty  s e e k s  power e n t i r e l y  f o r  i t s  
own s a k e . We a r e  n o t  in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  good o f  o t h e r s ;  
we a r e  in t e r e s t e d  s o l e l y  in  pow er."  ( 1 9 8 4 , p . 2 1 7 )
N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r  d o e s  n o t  e x p la in  how t h o s e  
who p o s s e s s  pow er, t h o s e  in  th e  In n er  P arty-, came t o  
p o s s e s s  i t .  T hat p r o c e s s  i s  p o r tr a y e d , h o w ev er , in  
O r w e ll 's  e a r l i e r  b ook , Anim al Farm. I t  d e p ic t s  
a l l e g o r i c a l l y  th e  r e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  e x p lo i t e d  w ork ing  
c l a s s  ( t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t )  a g a in s t  th e  m onied , m a n a g e r ia l  
c l a s s  —  and c l e a r l y  O rw ell i s  sy m p a th e t ic  w ith  t h a t  
r e v o l u t i o n .  The u p r i s in g  o o f  th e  a n im a ls  a g a in s t  
Farmer J o n e s  and t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s o c i a l i s t i c  
econ om ic  sy s tem  b ased  on e q u a l i t y ,  o f  s t a t u s ,  w ork, 
and r ew a r d s , i s  th e  s o r t  o f  p e a c e f u l  but d e c i s iv e  
r e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  la b o r in g  c l a s s e s  O rw ell hoped w ould  
o ccu r  in  E ngland d u rin g  or  im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  World War 
I I .  But th e  them e o f  Anim al Farm a s  a w h o le  i s  n o t  
r e v o lu t io n ,  b u t th e  r e v o lu t io n  b e tr a y e d .  The l a t t e r  
h a l f  o f  th e  book show s how th e  p ig s  g r a d u a l ly  a s s e r t  
p r i o r i t y  o v er  th e  o th e r  a n im a ls  (" A ll  a n im a ls  a r e  
e q u a l ,  bu t some a n im a ls  a r e  more e q u a l th an  o th e r s"
[ 5 ] ) ,  form  an In n er  P a r ty  w h ich  s e i z e s  pow er, and 
im pose r e p r e s s iv e  r e s t r a i n t s  and c o n t r o l s  o v e r  th e  
o th e r  a n im a ls .  At th e  end o f  th e  b ook , th e  p ig s  move 
in t o  th e  farm h ouse and becom e in d i s t in g u i s h a b l e  from  
Farmer J o n e s  —  a s  th e  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  Communist p a r ty  
in  th e  S o v ie t  U nion becam e b a r e ly  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from  
th o s e  o f  th e  C za r , a g a in s t  w hose ty r r a n y  th e  p e o p le  
r e v o l t e d  in  1 9 1 7 . B oth  Anim al Farm and N in e te e n  
E ig h ty -F o u r  a r e  s a t i r e s ,  w a rn in g s a g a in s t  th e  l i k e l y  
c u lm in a t io n  o f  t e n d e n c ie s  O rw ell saw in  h i s  s o c i e t y  in
th e  19 3 0 s and '4 0 s ,  n o t  a r e a l i s t i c  p r e d ic t io n  o f  what 
would o c c u r .  O rw ell h im s e l f  summed up h i s  m essage  
w e l l :  "Som eth ing l i k e  N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r  c o u ld  
h a p p e n . . . .  D o n 't  l e t  i t  h ap p en . I t  depend s on y o u ."  
[ 6]
That H id eou s S t r e n g t h , w h ich  L ew is c a l l e d  "A 
Modern F a ir y - T a le  f o r  G row n-Ups," d e s c r ib e s  th e  
e x p a n s io n  and grow ing  t h r e a t  p osed  b y , and u l t im a t e ly  
th e  d e f e a t  o f ,  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  p l o t  in  contem p orary  
E n g la n d . The p lo t  i s  q u i t e  s im p le .  One h a l f  t r a c e s  th e  
in v o lv e m e n t o f  a  young don o f  B ra cto n  C o l l e g e ,  Mark 
S tu d d o ck , in  th e  N .I .C .E .  ( t h e  N a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
C o o rd in a ted  E x p e r im e n ts ) , a s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz ­
a t io n  w hose aim  i s  t o  g a in  t o t a l ,  a b s o lu t e  power o v e r  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  E ngland and 
th u s  o v er  th e  l i v e s  o f  i n d iv i d u a l s .  Mark p a r t i c i p a t e s  
in  th e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  m oves t o  s e i z e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  c i t y  
o f  E d gestow , f i r s t  by d o m in a tin g  i t  e c o n o m ic a lly ,  th e n  
by s u b v e r t in g  i t s  a d m in is t r a t iv e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  th e n  by 
tu r n in g  i t  i n t o  p o l i c e  s t a t e .  T h is  i s  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p  
in  t h e i r  schem e t o  c o n t r o l  a l l  E n g la n d , and l a t e r  t o  
l i n k  up w ith  s im i la r  t o t a l i t a r i a n  gro u p s around th e  
w o r ld . The o th e r  h a l f  o f  th e  p lo t  f o c u s e s  on M ark's 
w if e  J a n e , who a l ig n s  h e r s e l f  w ith  an o r g a n iz a t io n  
opp osed  t o  th e  N . I .C .E . .  T h is  g r o u p , l i v i n g  in  th e  
Manor a t  S t .  A n n e 's , h a s g a th e r e d  aound E lw in  Ransom, 
w hose a d v e n tu r e s  on Mars ( i n  Out o f  th e  S i l e n t  P la n e t ) 
and e s p e c i a l l y  on Venus ( i n  P e r e la n d r a ) have  ren d ered  
him superhum an, a ty p e  o f  C h r i s t .  Ja n e  com es 
p e r s o n a l ly  t o  a c c e p t  th e  r e l ig io u s - h u m a n is t i c  v a lu e s  
th e  S t .  A n n e 's  group em bodies and h er  c la ir v o y a n t  
pow ers a r e  a c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  in  i t s  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  
N .I .C .E . .
In T hat H id eou s S tr e n g th  a s  in  N in e te e n  
E ig h ty -F o u r  th e  d ehu m anizin g  e f f e c t  o f  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  
governm ent i s  s t r e s s e d .  The s o c i a l  p la n n e r s ,  p o l i c e ,  
and b u r e a u c r a ts  o f  t h e  N .I .C .E .  d e p r iv e s  humans o f  
t h e i r  freedom  and d ig n i t y  a s  f u l l y  a s  do th e  P ig s  and 
th e  P a r ty  in  O r w e l l 's  w o rk s . D ehu m anization  in  th e  
N .I .C .E .  o c c u r s  c h i e f l y  in  two w a y s . F i r s t ,  in  t h e i r  
d e te r m in a t io n  t o  g a in  c o m p le te  c o n q u e s t  o f  n a tu r e ,  th e  
N .I .C .E .  com es t o  t r e a t  human b e in g s  a s  o n ly  a n o th er  
p a r t  o f  n a tu r e ,  a prop er  s u b j e c t  f o r  e x p e r im e n ta t io n .  
T hu s, in  th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  a t  B e lb u r y , c o n v ic t e d  
c r im in a ls  ( l i k e  M rs. M aggs' h u sb and) a r e  ca g ed  up 
a lo n g s id e  th e  m en a g erie  o f  a n im a ls  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  
v i v i s e c t i o n .  They a r e  dehu m anized , s e c o n d , by th e  v e ry  
a l l e g i a n c e  w h ich  makes them members —  o r  in n e r  
m em bers, a t  l e a s t ,  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n .  Mark le a r n s  
t h a t ,  i f  he  i s  t o  become a member o f  th e  in n e r  c i r c l e  
o f  t h e  N . I .C .E . ,  he m ust d e s tr o y  a l l  m oral s e n s i t i v i t y  
—  he m ust c o n t r a c t  t o  a p h y s i c a l - c e r e b r a l  s h e l l  l i k e  
W h ith er , o r  becom e a h a r d , c o ld  l o g i c a l  m ach ine l i k e  
F r o s t ,  d e v o id  o f  human r e s p o n s e s .  He le a r n s  th e  
N . I . C . E . ' s  i d e a l  i s  a d e c a p it a t e d  H ead, k e p t  
f u n c t io n in g  by a m achine w h ich  c i r c u l a t e s  j u i c e s  and 
oxy g en  th ro u g h  i t .  T hat he i s  a b le  t o  r e s i s t  th e  
p r e s s u r e  t o  f o l lo w  F r o s t  and W hither i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  
in  m oral grow th  and m a tu r in g  f o r  h im .
But d eh u m a n iza tio n  i s  n o t  th e  fu n d am en ta l them e 
f o r  L e w is , a s  i t  i s  f o r  O r w e ll .  At an ev en  d eep er  
l e v e l ,  L ew is ' book d e p ic t s  th e  s t r u g g le  o f  Good v s .  
E v i l .  The N .I .C .E .  i s  n o t  j u s t  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  o r g a n iz ­
a t i o n ,  but a d i a b o l i c a l  o n e : i t s  u l t im a t e  l e a d e r s  a r e  
n o t humans l i k e  W ither and F r o s t ,  or  ev en  th e  b o d i le s s  
Head b e in g  k e p t a l i v e  by F i l o s t r a t o ' s  m a c h in e s , bu t 
th e  b e n t E l d i l s  o f  e a r th  —  f a l l e n  a n g e l s ,  dem ons, 
e m is s a r ie s  o f  th e  d e v i l .  They a r e  t h e  H id eou s S tr e n g th  
w hich  l i e s  b eh in d  th e  N .I .C .E .  and w hich  a r e  b e in g  
opposed  by th e  C h r i s t - f i g u r e  Ransom and h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  
U lt im a t e ly ,  t h u s ,  L e w is ' book becom es a modern
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n o v e l i s t ' s  e q u iv a le n t  t o  a m e d iev a l m o r a li ty  p la y ,  
w ith  i t s  w a rn in g s a b o u t th e  s o c i a l  and p e r so n a l  
e f f e c t s  o f  e v i l .  I t  i s  in  t h a t  l i g h t  t h a t  th e  end o f  
th e  book must be v ie w e d . As th e  N . I . C . E . ' s  power 
expand s and i n t e n s i f i e s ,  th e  O yarsas (g u a r d ia n  a n g e l s ,  
s p i r i t u a l  p o w ers) o f  th e  p la n e t s  M ercury, V enu s, M ars, 
S a tu r n , and J u p i t e r  d escen d  t o  e a r t h ,  j o in  w ith  M er lin  
th e  M a g ic ia n , reaw akened a f t e r  s l e e p in g  f i f t e e n  
c e n t u r ie s ,  and q u ic k ly ,  e a s i l y  d e s tr o y  th e  N .I .C .E . ,  
though th e  H id eou s S tr e n g th  w h ich  l i e s  be h in d  i t  i s  
o n ly  s e t  b a ck , n o t d e f e a t e d .  I t  i s  an u n a b a sh ed ly  deu s  
exm achina en d in g  —  th e  god s l i t e r a l l y  do come down —  
w hich  f i t s  n i c e l y  th e  o v e r a l l  them e o f  th e  m o r a li ty  
s t o r y :  E v i l  u l t im a t e ly  ca n n o t s ta n d  up t o  th e  Good and 
w i l l  be u t t e r l y  d e fe a te d  in  th e  en d . And th e  book i s  a 
c a l l  t o  r e a d e r s  t o  a l i g n  th e m se lv e s  w ith  th e  Good —  
t o  a c c e p t  th e  o b j e c t i v e  v a lu e s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o r a li ty  
(w hat L ew is in  The A b o l i t io n  o f  Man c a l l e d  t h e  T ao) , 
a s  Mark Studdock  d o es  by c h o o s in g  th e  s i d e  o f  th e  
sw ee t and s t r a i g h t ,  th e  "N orm al,"  when F r o s t  a t te m p ts  
t o  make him em brace th e  so u r  and th e  c r o o k e d , and a s  
Jane d o es  in  h er  s lo w  movement tow ard c o n v e r s io n  to  
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  O nly by a c c e p ta n c e  and r e l i a n c e  on th e  
Good, on th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  T ao , L ew is a f f i r m s ,  i s  
t h e r e  hope f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  th e  grow ing  t h r e a t  o f  
t o t a l i t a r i a n  r u le  w ith  i t s  i n e v i t a b l e  e l im in a t io n  o f  
human freedom  and d i g n i t y .
Nowhere i n  T hat H id eou s S tr e n g th  d o e s  L ew is  
s p e c i f y  how th e  N .I .C .E .  came in t o  b e in g .  One can  
i n f e r  t h a t  a  sm a ll  group o f  men d e s ir o u s  o f  power o v er  
o th e r s  d is c o v e r e d  th e  e x i s t e n c e  and s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  
M acrobes, o r  f a l l e n  e l d i l s .  To u se  t h a t  k n o w led g e , 
t h e s e  men to o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  contem p orary  e stee m  
f o r  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s c i e n t i s t s ,  and c r e a te d  
th e  N .I .C .E .  a s  a  f r o n t  t o  mask t h e i r  r e a l  m ethods and 
o b j e c t i v e s .  The p u b l ic iz e d  p u rp ose  o f  th e  N .I .C .E .  i s  
t o  g e t  " s c ie n c e  a p p l ie d  t o  s o c i a l  prob lem s and backed  
by t h e  w h ole  f o r c e  o f  th e  s t a t e "  ( p .  3 8 ) ;  th e  p u b l ic  
i s  le d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  N .I .C .E .  w i l l  s o l v e  " th e  
unem ploym ent p rob lem , t h e  c a n c e r  p rob lem , th e  h o u s in g  
p rob lem , th e  prob lem s o f  c u r r e n c y , o r  w ar, o f  
e d u c a tio n "  and p r o v id e  "a b r ig h t e r ,  c le a n e r  and f u l l e r  
l i f e  f o r  our c h i ld r e n "  ( p .  1 3 3 ) .  In  f a c t  i t s  aim  i s  t o  
c o n t r o l  and d i r e c t  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  p o p u la c e ,  
b e g in n in g  w ith  su ch  m ea su res a s  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  
u n f i t ,  l iq u i d a t i o n  o f  backward r a c e s ,  s e l e c t i v e  
b r e e d in g , and " r e a l  e d u c t io n "  —  th e  ty p e  w h ich  "makes 
th e  p a t ie n t  w hat i t  w a n ts i n f a l l i b l y "  ( p .  4 2 ; em p h a sis  
a d d e d ) . A l l  o f  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  L e w is ' "dread [ o f ]  
s p e c i a l i s t s  in  power" and s u s p ic io n  o f  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s  —  h i s  f e a r ,  in  g e n e r a l ,  a b o u t th e  t r e a t ­
ment o f  n o n - s c i e n t i f i c  s u b j e c t s  th ro u g h  q u a s i -  
s c i e n t i f i c  m eth o d s, p a r t i c u la r l y  a s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  
a p o p u la r iz ie d  s c i e n c e ,  or  " s c ie n t i s m ,"  a r e  u n ite d  
w ith  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  and s t r e n g t h s  o f  g o v ern m en t. [7 ]
But i t  a l s o ,  u n i n t e n t i o n a l ly  p e r h a p s , r e f l e c t s  
L e w is' p o l i t i c a l  o u t lo o k ,  w h ich  c o n t r a s t s  sh a r p ly  and 
i n t e r e s t i n g l y  w ith  O r w e l l ' s .  O rw ell i d e n t i f i e s  w ith  
and c l e a r l y  sy m p a th iz e s  w ith  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  th e  
w ork ing  c l a s s e s  who end up e x p lo i t e d  b e fo r e  th e  
r e v o lu t io n  ( i n  B r i t a in  o f  t h e  1 9 30s and '4 0 s )  and 
a f t e r  ( i n  O cea n ia  o f  th e  1 9 8 0 s ) .  L e w is , on th e  o th e r  
hand, g iv e s  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  in  h i s  w orks t o  th e  
la b o r in g  c l a s s e s .  They do n o t  ap p ear  a s  c h a r a c t e r s  in  
h i s  s t o r i e s  ( e x c e p t  p erh a p s f o r  F ran k , th e  ca b b y , in  
The M a g ic ia n 's  Nephew, who h a r d ly  i s  t y p i c a l ) ,  and he 
d o e s  n o t  r e f e r  t o  them  in  h i s  e s s a y s .  The g lim p s e s  we 
have o f  th e  p r o l e t a r ia t  show them a s  em p loyed , 
h a r d -w o rk in g , hum ble, s o l i d l y  p a t r i o t i c  t y p e s  who know 
when th e y  a r e  w e l l  o f f ,  a r e  c o n t e n t  w ith  t h e i r  l o t  in  
l i f e ,  and w ould becom e in v o lv e d  w i t h ,  o r  r e c e p t iv e  t o ,  
r a d ic a l  s o c i a l  ch an ge o n ly  i f  th e y  w ere m a n ip u la ted
from  a b o v e . No need  f o r  m ajor s o c i a l  ch an ge i s  e v id e n t  
in  L e w is ' w r i t in g s , -  th ou gh  he l i v e d  th ro u g h  th e  same 
d e c a d e s  a s  O rw ell and c o u ld  h a v e  s e e n ,  p erh a p s sh o u ld  
have s e e n ,  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  same s o c i a l  p r o b le m s. One 
f i n d s  in  L ew is no r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  huge gap t h a t  th en  
e x i s t e d  betw een  th e  e x tr e m e ly  r ic h  and th e  v e r y  p o o r ,  
o r  t o  t h e  r e p r e s s iv e n e s s  o f  th e  f a i r l y  r i g i d  c l a s s  
sy s te m , o r  t o  th e  c r u e l t i e s  o f  unem ploym ent, 
in a d e q u a te  w a g e s , and p o v e r ty .  L i t t l e  o f  B irm ingham , 
S h e f f i e l d ,  and Wigan P ie r  i s  e v id e n t ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  from  
th e  s h e l t e r e d  r e c e s s e s  o f  O x fo rd . R e l ig i o u s ly  and 
e c o n o m ic a lly  L ew is had sym pathy f o r  t h e  dow n-and- 
o u t e r s  and d e s ir e d  an im proved  l o t  f o r  them . B ut n o t  
p o l i t i c a l l y  —  an im p o r ta n t p a r t  o f  th e  O ld W esten  
myth he c lu n g  t o  e n d o r se  h ie r a r c h y  and r e s i s t e d  
c h a n g e , u n le s s  i t  in v o lv e d  a r e tu r n  t o  t h e  e v en  more 
p a t r ia r c h a l  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  p a s t .  T hat H id eo u s S tr e n g th  
i s  a d e e p ly  p o l i t i c a l  book b e c a u se  i t  i s  fu n d a m e n ta lly  
an a n t i - r e v o lu t io n a r y  book ( t h a t  may a c c o u n t in  p a r t  
f o r  L e w is ' p o p u la r it y  among c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  in  
A m erica t o d a y ) .  As T hat H id eou s S tr e n g th  s e t s  t h in g s  
f o r t h ,  s o c i a l  " r e v o lu t io n "  w ould  come c o m p le te ly  from  
th e  to p  down and i t  i s  u n d ercu t by b e in g  i d e n t i f i e d  
w ith  w ild  f a n a t i c s  l i k e  S t r a i k .  Thus i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t o  h ea r  O rw ell c la im  f o r  L e w is ' r e l i g i o u s  w r i t in g s ,  
n o t  j u s t  h i s  s t o r i e s ,  a r e a c t io n a r y  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t  
i f  n o t  i n t e n t :  L e w is ' "chummy l i t t l e  w i r e l e s s  t a l k s , "  
O rw ell w r o te ,  " a re  n o t r e a l l y  so  u n p o l i t i c a l  a s  th e y  
a r e  m eant t o  l o o k .  In d eed  th e y  a r e  an o u t f la n k in g  
movement in  th e  b ig  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  a g a in s t  t h e  L e f t  
w hich  Lord E l t o n ,  A .P . H e r b e r t , G.M. Young, A lfr e d  
N oyes and v a r io u s  o t h e r s  h ave b een  c o n d u c t in g  f o r  two 
■years p a s t ."  ( E s s a y s , I I I ,  2 6 5 ) L e w is ' i n t e r e s t s  la y  
c h i e f l y  in  th e  m o r a l - s p i r i t u a l  s t r u g g le  o f  th e  
up per—m id d le  c l a s s  t o  w h ich  h e ,  and h i s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  
and p ro b a b ly  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  b e lo n g ,  n o t  in  th e  f i g h t  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m i c  j u s t i c e  and freedom  f o r  th e  lo w er  
c l a s s e s  w h ich  was O r w e l l 's  c o n s t a n t  c o n c e r n .
Of e le m e n ts  w h ich  l i n k  O rw ell and L e w is , t h a t  o f  
g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h i s  c o n fe r e n c e  i s  m yth . N in e te e n  
E ig h ty -F o u r  i s  a t  one l e v e l ,  in  some r e s p e c t s  i t s  
d e e p e s t  l e v e l ,  a s t o r y  a b o u t an e f f o r t  t o  e l im in a t e  
m yth . A c r u c i a l  p u rp o se  f o r  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  
Newspeak i s  t o  e l im in a t e  c o n n o t a t io n s ,  o r ,  a s  Syme th e  
p h i l o l o g i s t ,  c a l l s  i t ,  v a g u e n e ss  and u s e l e s s  sh a d e s  o f  
m e a n in g s . "The w h o le  aim  o f  Newspeak i s  t o  narrow  th e  
ra n g e  o f  th o u g h t[ . ]  In  th e  end we s h a l l  make 
th o u g h t-c r im e  l i t e r a l l y  im p o s s ib le ,  b e c a u se  t h e r e  w i l l  
be no w ords in  w h ich  t o  e x p r e s s  i t "  ( p .  4 6 ) .  The 
im a g in a t iv e  a s p e c t  o f  e x i s t i n g  a u t h o r s  w i l l  be 
exp u n ged : "By 2050 —  e a r l i e r ,  p ro b a b ly  — . . .  th e  
w h o le  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  p a s t  w i l l  have  b een  d e s t r o y e d .
C h a u c e r ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  M i l to n ,  B y ro n  —  t h e y ' l l  e x i s t
o n ly  in  Newspeak v e r s io n s ,  n o t  m ere ly  changed  in t o  
so m eth in g  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t a c t u a l ly  changed  in t o  
so m eth in g  c o n t r a d ic t o r y  o f  w hat th e y  u sed  t o  be" ( p .  
4 7 ) .  They m ust be r e v e r s e d ,  f o r  ea ch  em b od ies th e  
h ig h e s t  r e a c h e s  o f  im a g in a t iv e  e x p r e s s io n ,  and th e  
im a g in a t iv e  e p i t o m iz e s  freed o m , t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  
mind t o  r a n g e  w id e ly ,  t o  e x p lo r e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and 
i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  t o  g iv e  a new s t r u c t r u e  t o  l i f e .  A l l  
t h i s  i s  anathem a t o  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e g im e .
P o e tr y  no lo n g e r  e x i s t s  —  o n ly  t h e  v e r s e  
m a n u factu red  or  resh a p e d  by t h e  P a r t y .  P o e tr y  g i v e s  a 
s e n s e  o f  o r d e r  t o  t h i n g s ,  and t h e  P a r ty  r e s e r v e s  a l l  
o r d e r in g  o f  l i f e  t o  i t s e l f .  And t h e r e  i s  no more 
s t o r y .  T here i s  s t i l l  f i c t i o n  —  J u l i a  w orks i n  th e  
F ic t i o n  D epartm ent in  th e  M in is tr y  o f  T r u th , h e lp in g  
p rod u ce  n o v e l s ,  n o t  by im a g in a t io n ,  b u t by 
n o v e l - w r i t in g  m a c h in e s . The n o v e l s ,  p resu m a b ly , a r e  
l i k e  t h e  m ach in e-p ro d u ced  porn ograp h y: " G h a stly  
r u b b i s h . . . .  They o n ly  h a v e  s i x  p l o t s ,b u t  th e y  swap
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them around a b i t "  ( p .  1 0 9 ) .  Im age, m etap hor, sym bol 
become u n th in k a b le ,  in  t h e  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  t h a t  one  
ca n n o t th in k  them : th e  new la n g u a g e  makes i t  
im p o s s ib le .  So to o  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  h ave or  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  m yth. Myths a r e  n a r r a t iv e s  whose u se  o f  
la n g u a g e  and s t r u c t u r e  e n a b le  them t o  embody u n iv e r s a l  
human t r u t h s  and t o  con v ey  t h e s e  t r u t h s  d i r e c t l y  to  
th e  im a g in a t io n . E v e ry th in g  in  P a r ty - th in k  makes myth 
im p o s s ib le .  N a r r a t iv e  seq u en ce  no lo n g e r  e x i s t s :  
t h in g s  do n o t  have b e g in n in g s  and e n d in g s  and
c o h e r e n c e  a n d  th u s  m eaning —  th e y  sim p ly  happen  
random ly and a r e  r e c o r d e d , u n le s s  and u n t i l  th e  P a rty  
d e c id e s  t h a t  th e y  d id  no t  happen , a p p a r e n t ly ,  j u s t  a s  
random ly . Language and sc e n e  no lo n g e r  can embody 
u n iv e r s a l  t r u t h :  la n g u a g e  i s  e i t h e r  w h o lly  and sim p ly  
c o n c r e te  and l i t e r a l ,  in v o lv in g  c o n c r e te  o b j e c t s  or  
p h y s ic a l  a c t io n s ,  or  a b s t r a c t  te r m in o lo g y  used  to  
con vey  P a rty  id e o lo g y ,  w h ich  i s  th e  o n ly  t r u th  in  
e x i s t e n c e .  And im a g in a t io n  w ith e r s  l i k e  an unused lim b  
u n t i l  so o n , even  i f  i t  c o u ld  e n c o u n te r  m yth, i t  would  
be in c a p a b le  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  o r  re sp o n d in g  t o  i t .  
P erhap s t h i s  i s  th e  u l t im a t e  form  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  man 
can ta k e :  n o t  t h a t  human b e in g s  a r e  e n s la v e d  
p h y s i c a l l y ,  b u t t h a t  t h e i r  freedom  t o  im a g in e  —  to  
dream , t o  a s p ir e ,  t o  e x p e r ie n c e  t r u th  and b ea u ty  —  i s  
rem oved.
The i n t r ig u in g  th in g  i s  t h a t ,  in  com m unicating  
t h i s  danger t o  m yth, O rw ell c r e a t e s  what may be th e  
m ost p o w er fu l o f  tw e n t ie t h - c e n t u r y  m y th s. Anim al Farm 
and N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r  e x h i b i t  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  myth L ew is s e t  f o r t h  in  An E xperim ent in  C r i t i c i s m , 
th e  form er a lm o st p e r f e c t l y ,  th e  l a t t e r  in  a  somewhat 
fla w ed  f a s h io n .  B oth a r e  n a r r a t iv e s  whose sh ap e or  
c o u r se  o f  a c t io n ,  r a th e r  than  p a r t ic u la r  t e l l i n g  or 
s t y l e ,  im p r in t upon the. im a g in a t io n  a p o w erfu l 
humnman o r  d iv in e  t r u t h .  [8 ]  A m yth, L ew is s a y s ,  i s  
c a p a b le  o f  summary, and ev en  in  summary form , c o n v e y s  
i t s  power and v i t a l i t y .  T hat i s  t r u e  fo r  b o th  O rw ell 
s t o r i e s :  th e y  have come t o  em blem ize a w h ole  com plex  
o f  contem porary r e a l i t y  ev en  f o r  p e o p le  who h ave n ev er  
read  them . They have  v i v i d l y  e tc h e d  on th e  
im a g in a t io n s  o f  th e  w e s te r n  w orld  t r u t h s  abou t 
m o r a l-p o lit ic a l-h u m a n  a t t i t u d e s  and r e l a t io n s h ip s  more 
p o w e r fu l ly ,  i t  seem s, th an  th e  w orks o f  any o th e r  
tw e n t ie t h - c e n t u r y  w r i t e r ,  b e c a u se  o n ly  O rw ell was a b le  
t o  tu rn  t h o s e  id e a s  and c o n c e r n s  in t o  m yth. L ew is  
r e c o g n iz e d  and a p p r e c ia te d  th e  a b s o lu t e  p e r f e c t io n  o f  
Animal Farm a s  myth: "There i s  n o t  a s e n te n c e  th a t  
d o es n o t c o n t r ib u t e  t o  th e  w h o le . The myth s a y s  a l l  
th e  a u th o r  w an ts i t  t o  sa y  and ( e q u a l ly  im p o r ta n t)  i t  
d o e s n 't  sa y  a n y th in g  e l s e . "  ( L i t e r a t u r e , p . 104) But 
he a p p a r e n t ly  f a i l e d  t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  m y th ic a l power 
o f  N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r . In  d i s c u s s in g  i t ,  L ew is d w elt  
on i t s  form al im p e r fe c t io n s  —  i t s  w o r d in e s s ,  i t s  
e x tr a n e o u s  e le m e n ts ,  i t s  u n a p p ea lin g  c h a r a c t e r iz a ­
t i o n s ;  he c o u ld  n o t u n d ersta n d  why i t  was b e t t e r  
known, in  th e  m id - '5 0 s ,  th a n  Anim al Farm and c o u ld  n ot  
a p p r e c ia te  th e  way i t  c a p tu red  th e  im a g in a t io n s  o f  
r e a d e r s  ( I b i d . ,  p . 1 0 1 -1 0 3 ) .  P erh a p s, i r o n i c a l l y  
enou gh , he f a i l e d  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  i t ,  l i k e  T hat H id eou s  
S tr e n g th , i s  a  " F a ir y -T a le  f o r  Grown U ps,"  a fa n ta s y  
w hich would have  a p p ea l and e f f e c t  d e s p i t e  w ea k n esse s  
in  i t s  t e l l i n g .
In c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  s t o r y  in  N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r  
a b ou t th e  e f f o r t  t o  d e s tr o y  m yth, T hat H ideous  
S tr e n g th  a s  a s t o r y  i s  an e f f o r t  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  a 
m yth. L ew is to o  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  dan ger i m p l i c i t  in  th e  
d e s t r u c t io n  o f  m yth. In  The A b o l i t io n  o f  Man he 
p r o t e s t s  a g a in s t  th e  m ethods o f  e d u c a t io n  w hich  
c u l t i v a t e  th e  i n t e l l e c t  but s t u l t i f y  th e  im a g in a t io n ,  
a s  th e  f a c u l t y  both  f o r  g e n e r a t in g  and a p p r e c ia t in g  
m yth. "The t a s k  o f  th e  modern e d u c a to r  i s  n o t  t o  c u t
down j u n g le s  bu t t o  i r r i g a t e  d e s e r t s . . . .  By s t a r v in g  
th e  s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  our p u p i l s  we o n ly  make them e a s i e r  
prey  t o  th e  p r o p a g a n d is t  when he co m es."  ( p .  2 4 ) He 
d e m o n s tr a te s  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  su ch  e d u c a t io n  in  C o s se r ,  
th e  u t t e r l y  m ech an ized  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  and in  Mark, w hose  
e d u c a t io n  "had been n e i t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  nor c l a s s i c a l  
—  m ere ly  'M od ern .' The s e v e r i t i e s  both  o f  a b s t r a c t io n  
and o f  h ig h  human t r a d i t io n  had p a s se d  him by" and who 
w ould be e x a c t ly  l i k e  C o sser  w ere i t  n o t  f o r th e  
in f lu e n c e  o f  h i s  w ife  J a n e . ( THS.p p .  8 4 -8 7  and 185)
L e w is' answ er t o  t h i s  and t o  th e  t r e a t  o f  th e  
H id eou s S tr e n g th  g e n e r a l ly ,  i s  t o  r e tu r n  t o  th e  "Old 
W estern" m y th o lo g y , th e  b e l i e f  (common t o  w e ste r n  
c u l t u r e  u n t i l  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y )  in  an o r d e r ly  
u n iv erse ,h u m a n  r e a s o n , and o b j e c t i v e  v a lu e .  [9 ]  He had 
s p e l l e d  o u t t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  modern id e a s  and 
v a lu e s  th r o u g h o u t th e  Ransom t r i l o g y ,  b e g in n in g  w ith  
Out o f  th e  S i l e n t  P la n e t , w here Ransom le a r n e d  abou t 
th e  e x i s t e n c e ,  and im m anence, and t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  b e in g s ,  le a r n e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  u n iv e r s e  " th e  
h ea v en s"  ( f u l l  o f  l i f e  and l i g h t ,  th e  womb o f  th e  
w o r ld s )  r a th e r  th a n  "sp ace"  (d a r k , em pty, b a r r e n ) ,  and 
le a r n e d  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  h i e r a r c h i e s ,  t r u s t ,  and 
o b e d ie n c e . R ansom 's e x p e r ie n c e  on M alacandra i n  Out o f  
th e  S i l e n t  P la n e t  p rep a red  him f o r  a jo u r n e y  t o  
P e r e la n d r a , w here he h e lp e d  th e  G reen Lady h o ld  o n to  
th e  "Old W estern" l i f e  in  i t s  pure form , by r e s i s t i n g  
th e  te m p ta io n  t o  d iso b e y  M a la d il and a c c e p t  th e  ways 
o f  th e  t w e n t ie t h - c e n t u r y  w o r ld . A l l  t h i s  com es t o  bear  
on th e  f i n a l  book o f  th e  t r i l o g y ,  w here th e  im p o rta n ce  
o f  th e  "Old W estern" m y th o logy  i s  brough t o u t throu gh  
c o n t r a s t ,  a s  a t t e n t i o n  f o c u s e s  on a group o f  men and 
women t o t a l l y  d e v o id  o f  and opp osed  t o  t h e  good and 
d e c e n t  id e a s  and v a lu e s  em bodied i n  th e  "Old W estern"  
m yth. The c o n f l i c t  betw een  good and e v i l ,  "Old 
W estern" and m odern, t r a d i t i o n a l  and " p r o g r e s s iv e "  
r e a c h e s  i t s  c lim a x  in  th e  s c e n e s  w here F r o s t  a t te m p ts  
t o  b r in g  Mark i n t o  t h e  In n er  C ir c l e  o f  th e  N .I .C .E . .  
In  th e  " O b je c tiv e  Room," F r o s t  e x p o s e s  Mark t o  
d is p r o p o r t io n ,  u g l i n e s s ,  and a b n o rm a lity  in  an e f f o r t  
t o  d e s tr o y  th e  in n a te  te n d e n c y  t o  p r e fe r  p r o p o r t io n ,  
b e a u ty , and th e  "N orm al,"  f o r  su ch  "Normal" r e s p o n s e s ,  
t o  L e w is , a r e  b a s ic  t o  o n e ' s  h u m an ity . In  M ark's c a s e  
th e  e f f o r t  i s  u n s u c c e s s f u l  —  he i s  a t t r a c t e d  by and 
drawn t o  Order and G oodness and T ruth  and th u s  
p r e s e r v e s  h i s  h u m an ity , and i s  on h i s  way tow ard th e  
s a l v a t i o n  o f  h i s  s o u l .
I t  i s  i n t r ig u in g ,  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  T hat H id eou s  
S tr e n g th , t h a t  th e  s t o r y  in  w hich L ew is shows th e  need  
f o r  myth d o es  n o t a c h ie v e  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  myth 
i t s e l f .  The s t o r y  la c k s  th e  s im p le ,  s a t i s f y i n g  sh ape  
o f  myth: i t  i s  c o m p lic a te d , d i f f i c u l t  t o  h o ld  in  mind 
or sum m arize, and o v e r ly  lo n g  —  L ew is h im s e l f  
prepared  a sh o r te n e d  v e r s io n  f o r  Avon b ook s in  1 9 4 6 .  
I t  d o es  n o t  a p p e a l p r im a r ily  t o  th e  im a g in a t io n , and 
la c k s  p o w er fu l im ages t h a t  rem ain  p la n te d  in  th e  
memory. I t  co n v e y s  a them e o f  l a s t i n g  human 
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  b u t d o es  so  t o  a c o n s id e r a b le  e x t e n t  by 
t e l l i n g  r a th e r  th a n  show ing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  myth a t  
i t s  b e s t .  M a rjo r ie  N ic o ls o n  w r o te ,  c o n c e r n in g  Out o f  
th e  S i l e n t  P la n e t , t h a t  "M r.Lewis h a s  c r e a te d  myth 
i t s e l f , ,  myth woven o f  d e s i r e s  and a s p ir a t io n s  
d e e p -s e a te d  in  som e, a t  l e a s t ,  o f  th e  human r a c e . . . .  
As I jo u rn ey  w ith  him in t o  w o r ld s  a t  on ce  f a m i l ia r  and 
s t r a n g e ,  I  e x p e r ie n c e ,  a s  d id  Ransom, 'a  s e n s a t io n  n o t  
o f  f o l lo w in g  an a d v e n tu re  but o f  e n a c t in g  a m y th .'"  
[1 0 ]  T hat H id eou s S tr e n g th  d e m o n s tr a te s  th e  d a n g ers  
fa c e d  by human c i v i l a t i o n  i f  su ch  e x p e r ie n c e s  a r e  
l o s t .  But i r o n i c a l l y  enough , T hat H id eou s S t r e n g t h , 
u n l ik e  Anim al Farm and N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r , d o es  n o t  
i t s e l f  e n a c t  a myth and h a s  n o t  become a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  
t w e n t ie t h - c e n t u r y  m y th o lo g y , p erh ap s b e c a u se  what
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M s.N ic o lso n  s a y s  o f  P e r e la n d r a  i s  a l s o  t r u e  o f  i t ,  
t h a t  " th e  C h r is t ia n  a p o l o g i s t  h a s  t e m p o r a r i ly  e c l i p s e d  
th e  p o e t  and th e  a r t i s t . "  ( I b i d . ,  p . 2 5 1n )
The s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  L ew is  
and O rw e ll a s  p e r s o n s ,  b e tw een  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  
t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m ,  and b etw een  t h e i r  u s e s  and a t t i t u d e s  
tow ard myth come t o  f o c u s ,  f i n a l l y ,  on th e  d e g r e e  o f  
op tim ism  ea ch  p r o j e c t s .  O r w e l l ,  i n  Anim al Farm and 
N in e te e n  E ig h ty -F o u r  seem s t o  o f f e r  l i t t l e  h o p e . The 
l a s t  man in  Europe su ccum b s; a t  th e  e n d o f t h e  book  
W inston  Sm ith  i s  a p a t h e t i c  f i g u r e  —  an a l c o h o l i c ,  
broken  in  b o d y , m ind , and s p i r i t .  W ith t h a t  th e  
P a r t y ' s  v i c t o r y  seem s c o m p le te ;  no one can  or  w i l l  
e s c a p e  th e  ty r a n n y . Y et O rw ell h im s e l f  was n o t  w ith o u t  
h o p e . The book i s  w a r n in g , n o t  p r e d i c t i o n .  He 
a p p a r e n t ly  had f a i t h  t h a t  th e  s o l i d ,  o ld  E n g l is h  
t r a i t s  he d i s c u s s e d  i n  The L io n  and t h e  U n ico rn  [1 1 ]  
w ould s e e  h i s  c o u n tr y  th ro u g h  t h i s  t h r e a t ,  i f  o n ly  i t  
w ere on guard a g a in s t  t h e  d a n g e r . T hat H id eo u s  
S t r e n g t h , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  h a s  a  f a i r y - t a l e  e n d in g :  
t h e  Good o v erco m es th e  E v i l  and a l l  i s  w e l l .  But th e  
v i c t o r y  i s  to o  e a s y  t o  be c o n v in c in g  and s a t i s f y i n g  
r e a l i s t i c a l l y .  I f  an o r g a n iz a t io n  l i k e  t h e  N .I .C .E  
a c t u a l l y  began  t o  g a in  a f o o t h o ld ,  one w a n ts t o  
p r o t e s t ,  c la i r v o y a n t  dream s and A r th u r ia n  f i g u r e s  a r e  
n o t g o in g  t o  come a lo n g  and sw eep  i t  aw ay. L ew is i s  
l e s s  o p t i m i s t i c  when h e  t r e a t s  t h e  same t o p i c s  in  an  
e s s a y  e n t i t l e d  " I s  P r o g r e s s  P o s s ib le ? "  I t  c o n c lu d e s  by 
a s k in g  "w hether we can  d i s c o v e r  any way o f  s u b m it t in g  
t o  t h e  w o r ld -w id e  p a te r n a l is m  o f  a  t e c h n o c r a c y  [w h ich  
seem s b e s t  a b le  t o  h a n d le  t h e  d e s p e r a te  p ro b lem s t h e  
w o rld  f a c e s ]  w ith o u t  l o s i n g  a l l  p e r s o n a l  p r iv a c y  and 
in d e p e n d e n c e ."  ( God in  t h e  D ock , p .  3 1 6 )  He s u p p l i e s  
no answ er t o  th e  q u e s t io n .  The m ost t h a t  can  be s a i d ,  
p e r h a p s , i s  t h a t  t h e  hope f o r  b o th  l i e s  i n  m yth: so  
lo n g  a s  th e  k in d  o f  myth Anim al Farm and N in e te e n  
E ig h t y - f o u r  a r e  ca n  be c r e a t e d  and c i r c u l a t e d ,  and so  
lo n g  a s  r e s p e c t  f o r ,  and e v en  m in im al a d h e r e n c e  t o ,  
th e  Old W estern  myth r e m a in s , we can  h a v e  c o n f id e n c e  
t h a t  t h e  dan ger  r e p r e s e n te d  by t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  w i l l  be 
h e ld  a t  b a y .
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o f  E ss a y s  (G arden C i t y .  N .Y .:  D o u b led a y , 1 9 5 4 ) and
th u s  i s  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  w e l l  known; t h e  l a t t e r  two  
s e c t i o n s ,  " S h o p k eep ers a t  War" and "The E n g l is h  
R e v o lu t io n ,"  im p o r ta n t t o  a f u l l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
O r w e l l 's  t h o u g h t ,  ha v e  u n f o r t u n e ly  b een  n e g l e c t e d .
R ites o f  P a ssa g e  in  T he H obbit, c o n tin u ed  from  p a g e  8
h ea r t, firm  o f  p u r p o se  and  w ill, and  w ho h a s a rea l 
q u a rre l w ith  th e  d ra g o n , i s  a b le  to  d e fe a t  it .
T he H obbit, th e n , is  a  book fo r  c h ild r e n , w h ich  
a m on gst m any th in g s  o f  w on d er and  h o rro r , ta k e s  
them  th r o u g h  th e  m aturation  p r o c e s s  w ith  th e  h ero , 
and  sh o w s them  w h at th e y  m u st fa c e  and  how th e y  
m u st fa c e  i t  to  w in  th r o u g h  to  fu l l  m atu ration  and  
rea liz e  th e ir  tr u e  p o te n t ia l. T he H obbit i s  a lso  a book  
fo r  a d u lts . I t  is  a m yth ic  n o v e l, w h ich  tr a c e s  th e  path  
o f th e  h ero  from  h is  c a llin g , th r o u g h  h is  in itia tio n  
in to  p s y c h ic /s p ir it u a l  m atu rity  and  w h o le n e ss , to  h is  
r e tu r n  from  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  h is  sh ad ow  a t th e  
r o o ts  o f  h is  b e in g , and  h is  d e fe a t  o f  th e  d a r k n e ss  and  
e v il b oth  w ith in  and  w ith o u t. B eca u se  o f  h is  d e v e lo p ­
m ent and  m aturation , B ilbo g o e s  on  to  s a v e  h is  fr ie n d s  
from  d ea th , im p rison m en t and  th e ir  ow n e v il ,  a s  a  tru e  
h ero  sh o u ld . The r in g  b ecom es an ex tern a liza tio n  o f  
th e  in te r n a l so u r c e s  o f  p ow er (co n f id e n c e , c o u ra g e , 
p ity  and  co m p a ssio n ), ta p p ed  and  d is c o v e r e d  th ro u g h  
B ilbo’s  e x p e r ie n c e s  u n d e r  th e  m ou n ta in s and  in  M irk- 
w ood. B u t u n lik e  m any o f th e  h e r o e s  o f  o ld , B ilbo is  
e a s y  fo r  th e  re a d e r  to  id e n t ify  w ith  b e c a u se  o f  h is  
sim ple hu m an ity . He sh o w s u s  o u r  ow n p o te n t ia l fo r  
su c h  rea liza tio n  and  w h o le n e ss  w ith in  o u r s e lv e s . It is  
a g r e a t  m yth op oeic  s to r y , d ra w in g  o u t ou r h id d en  
f e a r s  and  sh o w in g  u s  a w ay  in to  o u r s e lv e s  th a t , for  
m any, is  o b sc u r e d . B ut p e r h a p s  th e  g r e a te s t  "mes­
sage"  o f th is  s to r y  is  h op e. T he hope th a t w e can  
fin d  o u r s e lv e s  and  th a t in  f in d in g  th a t w h o le n e ss , we 
can  h e lp  c r e a te  a b e tte r  w orld , a  w orld  in  w h ich  w e  
may a ll lea rn  to  v a lu e  "food and  c h e e r  and  so n g  
a b o v e  [a ll form s o f] h oard ed  gold ."
B etteh eim , B runo. T he U se s  o f  E nchantm ent: T he Mean­
in g  and  Im p ortan ce o f  F a iry  T a les . New York: 
V in tage  B ooks, 1977.
Cam pbell, J o sep h . T he Hero With a T h ou san d  F a c e s .
P r in ce to n , N .J .:P rin ceton  U n iv e r s ity  P r e s s ,  1968. 
T olk ien , J.R.R.. T he H obbit. London: A llen & U nw in, 
1966.
